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the office under the present circumstances. It is the desire
of the Reich Government, and also the last wish of our
late President, Field-Marshal von Hindenburg, to steer
once again into normal and friendly channels the un-
fortunately troubled relations between Germany and
Austria. It will therefore be my chief endeavour to apply
my whole energies to the fulfilment of this wish, and so
to contribute to the restoration of friendly feelings in our
political relations, as befits our thousand-year-old com-
munity of race and culture.
I enter on this great task full of confidence, because I
am of the firm conviction that the links between our two
countries based on blood relationship and common his-
tory are indestructible, and further that co-operation in
the intellectual, social and economic spheres is essential
for European reconstruction. For this reason I cherish
the hope that in all my activities I can count on the
esteemed support of your Excellency and on the co-opera-
tion of the Austrian Government.
The intention of this address was to give expression to an
unqualified recognition of the independence of Austria. To
bolster up this impression, a communique was also issued
in Berlin on the same day by the German Government,
enlarging on Papen's speech. This is the text of it:
The German Government by their spontaneous action
in Austria's period of disturbance have given proof that
the integrity of Austria is in their view a self-evident
matter, and that the independence of Austria is not threatened
by Germany.
Nothing shows more clearly the duplicity of Papen's
address and of the statement of the German Government on
the 16th August 1934 than one of Hitler's brief official
notifications on the I4th March 1938, three days after the
entry of the German troops into Austria. This statement
runs : * Linz, i4th March 1938. The Fizhrer and Chan-
cellor has elected the Ambassador Herr von Papen, a
member of N.SJXA.P., and bestowed upon him the special
Party decoration,9